Beginner's Guide to Japanese Pokémon Cards
Why Choose Japanese Pokemon Cards?
Japanese Pokémon cards are printed in Japan by the official Pokémon printing factory. This results in far better quality, cleaner edges, better centering, and minimal print defects. In contrast, English cards are printed in the US or UK, where print lines, whitening, and off-centering are common issues.
Higher Grading Potential
Collectors often receive higher PSA and BGS grades with Japanese cards. Their quality straight out of the pack means more PSA 9s and 10s, which translates into higher resale and collector value.
Earlier Set Releases & Unique Art
Japan gets new Pokémon card expansions months before the rest of the world. These sets often include exclusive artwork, Special Art Rares (SARs), and collector-focused designs that never release outside Japan.
What Do Rarity Symbols Mean?
· AR (Art Rare): Beautiful full-art cards, usually 1-2 per box.
· SAR (Special Art Rare): Highly collectible and valuable full-art Pokémon.
· RR (Double Rare): EX/V cards common in most boxes.
· UR (Ultra Rare): Gold cards or secrets, very tough to pull.
Where to Start?
Visit www.masterballmarket.com.au to shop authentic Japanese Pokémon cards, with free shipping Australia-wide on orders over $50. Need help? Contact us at info@masterballmarket.com.au or send a DM. Nothing is off limits!
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How to Check if a Pokémon Card Is Damaged   1.   Edge Whitening   Look closely at all four edges. Any signs of whitening or fraying can reduce the card's condition and  grading score. Hold the card under a soft light and rotate it gently to inspect all sides.   2.   Surface Scratches or Dents   Use angled lighting to reveal micro - scratches or indentations. Avoid touching the surface directly oils  from your hands can leave marks.   3.   Centering   Inspect the borders on all four sides. If one side is noticeably thicker, the card is off - center. Use a  ruler or centering tool for accuracy.   4.   Corners   Examine all corners for bends or dings. Even a small flaw can knock a PSA grade from 10 to 8.   Corners should be sharp and clean.   5.   Final Tips   -   Use soft, indirect lighting.   -   Always sleeve cards immediately after opening.   -   Store in top - loaders or card savers for long - term protection.   -   Never stack unsleeved cards together.   Need Help?   At Masterball Market, we inspect every card with care. Want cards that are clean and ready for  grading?   Visit: www.masterballmarket.com.au  
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